diseases are the new frontier. Trauma still remains a significant cause of surgical morbidity and mortality. Tellingly, nearly all (90%) of trauma-related deaths occur in the LMICs (9) . UHC means that we provide quality health servicespreventive, promotive, curative, rehabilitative and palliative-as needed by our populations while offering them financial protection (10). Nnabugwu et al. (11) give insights into the challenge of financing surgery based on a household's financial capability. Out-of-pocket payment for surgery places many households at risk of catastrophic or impoverishing health expenditure. For UHC to be achieved, it is imperative that surgery is financed through a health insurer. Wanjau has previously described what should be done for a national health insurance to adequately finance surgical services (12) . The challenges may seem overwhelming but the opportunity at hand is unparalleled. It is not an everyday occurrence for example to see both a president and first lady who have health care as their top priority, as is the case in Kenya. It is now up to the surgeon to make sure that surgery permeates the UHC priority list, at the top there where malaria, tuberculosis and HIV and AIDS have held the fort. Research shows that of the 100 million people who suffer injuries globally every year, 5 million die-more than the deaths from malaria, tuberculosis and HIV and AIDS combined(2)! We have enough data to back us up. It is now time to act. Among the things we need to do as individuals is TALK. Talk about surgery every time. Talk about surgery financing to our patients, they might know someone influential. Talk about surgery financing to our business associates, they might be friends of the political leaders. As surgical associations, let us make our stands official. Official stands on everything that affects surgery be it legislation or financing, training or staffing. When we all speak in one voice there is no other option but to be heard. As things stand, the stars could never have aligned better for us to push surgery to the core of the UHC agenda.
